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NARRATIVE

Upon its return frgm.Normandy on 19 July 1944 this Division was
loeated in the Nottingham-Leicester-Market Harboroc Area. Trere it re-
mained and itrained until its participation in operation MAIRKET on 17
Sep.embar 1944. Twenty-four hours prior to taske-off, z2l}l airborne

elements of the Division were closed at seven alrfields in the Grantham-

Cottesmore~Langar area, DBriefin s were conducted, loading plans for-

mulated, all final checks made, and the Division took off for the Nether-

lands commencing at 170950 September 1944,
/Q“N

The mission of the 51v1310n 1n thls operation was as follows:
"Land by paras chute and glider commencing D Day Suvuth of
Nijmegen; seize and hold the highway bridges across the
Mg%: River at Grave and. the Waal River czt Nijmegen; seize,
organize, and hold the high ground between Ni jmegen-znd
Groesbeck; deny the roads in the Division area to the enemy}
and dominate the area bounded North by line running from
Beek West through Hatert thence Southwest to Eindschestraat,
South by Hiver Mass and the Nook-Riethorst highway, East
2y Cleve-Nijmeren higshway and Forst Reiehswald, and West
by line running North and Ssuth throuzh Eindschestraat.™

The first 1lift consisted of:

. Prcht Glider
Hq & Hrir Co 82nd 4/B Div 9 20
Hq & Ha Biry Liv arty 3 2
©2nd 4/B Sig Co : &
Btry £ 80th 4/B an Bu =2
%07 4/P Taer fﬁn a7
04 Preat Iof 137
505 Prcuat Inf 126
508 Frent Iunf 158
325 Gllder Iuf o)

376 Prent F4A Bn ’ 48
Total 482 50

411 units dropped as planned except two serigls of the 505
Parachute Infantrye 4 mixup in marshalling caused the 2d Battalion
serial to drop before the 34 Battulion serial, and as a conseguence
the 24 Battalion serial was dropped two thousand yards Nowtheust of
its scheduled drop zonee.

The entire flight was preceded by a pathfinder tuam which landed
on DZ "O" ten minufes prior to the arrival of the first eYem3ntE of
the main body. Wi¥h the exception in the 505 Paraehute Infantsp in-
dicated above, all units landed on the drop zones, or in the immediate
vicinity thereof, on schedule. ZFlak enroute was spotty and iight. ’
Fl.lk coming from DZ "O" was initially heavy but 1ngccuratb. The iirst
parachutiste to land destroyed all flak crows and took over their
wezapons. Snem/ disp031t10ns alonz the Maas-Waal cangl iu thu viciniby
of 21l bridges dnd in the wooded country around the Nijrw..on heizhts
and in the Roichsa: ! wIitw, 8 anticipated, well organized and of
about a obtrength of eight battalions. Ho.rissin- Jire continued to
come from the edges of the -drop zones throughout all of the landings
until overcome. Enom, réaction was prompt and appeared to follow In

a definlte pattern, .11 ipec..l troops were committed immediately in
piece meal fashion,. N,arby 'homgguqrd" type troops were thrown in as
quickly =ss they could bo,rushed to the operationzl area. Thniws gicce
mezl build up incereased until a coordinated attack was made by the
Gorman 6th Por. Division on Df4,
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Loeal encmy units were inltially overcome and destroyed or,'except
for those in the c¢ity of Nijmegen proper, they dispersed in the first
several hours after landing.

4 day by day summery of the activities of each unit of the Division
follows:

D DaY, 17 SEPIRMOER

Division parachute elements in four hundred and eighty-two C-47's
and a serizal of fifty gliders left airports in the area of Grantham,
Enzland, between 0950 and 1040, 411 serials except those of 504 Purge
chute luf.utry landed North, ¥ast, and Suvutlh of Gro.sbesk, Holland,
betwaer 1250 and 1400, Tahc 504 ldruchute Infantry landed West of the
Maas-Waal Ceuul and North of the Mass Riveus «ll drop patterns were
sxcellent. Persourel and eguipment losses enroute and during the drop
were light, and assembly was the best in.the history of the Diviocicn.

Headgquarters and Headouvartors Cuwps.y 82nd 4/B Division ‘
Parachute elements dropped 1306¢ glider elements landed 1350 on gonse
Scuth of Grocsbeek, moved North through woods, and established Division
Command Fost at predesignated location 1000 yards West of Groesbeek at
1700, :

505 505 _Parachute 1nfun§;;1
Drogir. wftex the Pathfinders at 1300, seized Groesbesk, occupled 1its

arca of dcf :nsive responsibility from Kamp Southeast to Mook, cleared
its area of enemy, and contacted 504 Parachute Infantry at the Maas-
Waal: Canal bridg: near Heuman, <11 initisl missions were asecomplished

504 Parachute Infantry .
Droppcd beginning 1313 YWest of the Maas-Wasal Canal on three drop zones,
two Norih and one South of ths Mamas Rivere One battalion dropped Nerth-
east of Overssuelt ahd at 1600, after overcoming strong enemy resistance,
captured intact the Maas«llaal Cansl bridee at Heuman. The sites of the
Canal bridses near Blapkenbergz and Hatert, both of which had been des-
troyed by the ensmy upon thsz zpproach of the battalion, were captured
befors darkse One battalion dropped West of Overasselt, bloeked all
Southw:rd movemant along the Grave-Nijmegen highway, and clearsd the
enemy from the Westorn portion of the Vivision area. One hattalion
dropped one riflc company South of the Maas at Orzve and the balance
of the battelion Nerth of the river and West of Overasseli. Both
forces moved aganinst the bridze at Grave immediately, Surprise was
complete and the bridse captured at 1430, The town of Grave was
occupizd at 2300 after having been abandoned by 400 enemy. All initisl
missions of 504 were accomplishsd by 1930,

508 Parachute I f.itry
Droppnd N3flhu&5t of Greesbesk at 1328 Based on a report from the
'Dutch thot the town and bridges were lightly held, immediately moved
into Nijme#zen to take the Weal River bridges, At 2000 the attack met
heavy enemy resistance about 400 yards from the hizhway bridege and
was stopped. Tho rogiment occupied the ares immediantely East of the
Maas~Wanl Canal and established road blocks to prevent encmy movement
South of a line running East and Vicat through Hateirt. Cne company
meved to clear the glider landing zone MNortheast of Grossbeek and met
considerable enamy resistance. One bﬁtbaliéA, i¢ss a conreny. occupied
the important high ground in the vieinity of B;“;,cb D1 visinat too
heavy an opposition. One company advancad on the Nijucepeon Briigses from
the Southeast and at 2400 had reached Hill 64.4 Nowiheust of Ubbersena
All initial missions of 508 werc accomplished by 2330,
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376 Parachute Field srtillery Battalion
Dropp-d 1330 on drop zone South of Grocsgbeek, ‘agsembled the bettalion - '
with ten hovitizers, and displacesd 1000 yards to the position areai

The bottclion, initially iu support of 505 Parschute Infantry; fired

its first mission on e¢2ll from the reziment at 1800,

307 .+/B Enzineer Bottalion '
Compsnies B, C, and D, all parachuts, dropped South of Uru.sbeek at
1320. Compsnics B and D furnished cover on route march to elements
of Division Iimoigumrters and pratected Division Command Post when
it was established at 1715. Company C moved cut to contact 504
P.p.chute I“fantrj West of Maus-daul Canali -

Battery &, 80th 4f/B_sntinireryft B“ttaliﬁn .

Eight 57mm AT guns allobtcd ns follows: Twoy 505 Puruchute Lufuntrys
Two, 508 Puruchuts Intantry; Twoj. 504 Pnr.chute luiuntry upéh making
contact; Two, Division Ruserve in vicinity of Division Culuuand FPosts

. D PLUS 1, 18 bEPTEMB

504 Puarschute *nfoagrz
Cuntinued to hold the Mu.. River bridge at Gr.ve and the M..s-Vlaal

Cun-l bridze at Heumans Vi orous patrolling was continued on the
West and Northwest of the regimental asrea along the Grave-Nijuc.sn
hizhwaye At 1200 one platoon moved North aleng the West bank of the
Mans~¥aal Canal and assistad in the capture of the bridgu on the
Grave-Nijmezen highway near Honing-hutie.

505 Povrcliuge Irfantry

Miaiotoinsd its arsa of defensive respunsibility, repelled enemy attacks
at Horut, Gratwegenm, and Ricthorst; captured an enemy patrol trying to

work its way Nerth to the Maas-Wazl bridge at Heuman, and captrued a
train attempting to escape into Germany. - 4t 1240 the regiment attacked

and cleared the glider landing zone 3South and Southeast of Groesbeck.

. 508 Porachute fnf-ntry

Withdrew battslion in Nijmegen snd attacked to clear the glider landlng
zone Northeast and East of Groesbeek. The attack crossced the scheduled
line of :eparture at 1310, completzly surprised the cnemy, and the
landing area was swept by 1400. Sixteen antiaireraft suns and 148
‘prisoncrs of war were captured. Mlaintailned its defensive sector throughe
out the 18th, At 181200 a platoon, with the assistance of 504 Para- /
chute Infantry which advanced up the Maas-Waal Canal from the West,
captured ths Maas-Waal Cunal bridge at Honinghutie. Regimont held

the high ground vicinity Berg en lUal through the 18th against enemy
patrols ané sporadic enemy artillery actions One “company moved into
Nijmegen at C900, advanced to the same spot to which the regiment had
reached on the 17th, fought agninst a strong enemy force through the
entire day, and at 1500 was withdrawn into the sector near Boxg, en Dal.

Glider Ei.ncnts

Between 1000 and 1100 a lift of 450 gliders carrying an antitank wattery
of the 80%th 4/B Antiaireraft Buttalion, 319 Glider Field artillery
Batthlion, 320 Glider Field artiliery Bati.lion, 456 Parachute Fileld
Artillery Battalion, and 307 iirborne Mediecal Cuwpany deparied from
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D PBUS 2 19 SEPTEMBER

Guaras urmnred Division reachad Grave and the 504 Purqghqtg Infangey

at 0820.
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Attached Units
1st Coldstream Guards, Armored, and 5th Coldstream Guards, Infantry
attached to Division and moved to Dekkerswald in Divisien Reserve.

Resupply
Dropped at 1500, approximately 30 C-a7's from excesaively high alti-

tude, recovery nagligible.

D PLUS 3, 2A SEPTEMBER

504 farachute Infantry

With 24 irish Guards attached, clearsd area betwsen Jonker Boseh and
Waal River. 34 Battalion relieved as Division Reserve., Regiment at
1500 effected crossing of Waml River East of Maa5° at 1800 eaptured
North end of railroad bridge over the Wanml River, seized and eleared
bridgehead North of Waal insuring '‘passage of Guurds armored Division.
Mopped up Western outskirts of Nijmegen and .area Seuth of railroad
bridgc -

505 Papachuts Infantry
Regiment, less 24 Battalioen, repcllcd sharp enemy attack at Horst

and HPlaant during morninge. From 1300 to 2000 repelled at Mook enemy
attack of an infantry regiment strongly supported by artillery after
attack had penetrated Division perimeter to depth of 1000 yards on s
1000 yard fronte. Division perimeter restored at 2000.  Regiment rein-
foreced with attachment of 185 glider pilots.

22 Battalion 505 Parachute Iafan try

Attacked enemy stronz points at Southern ends of Nijmegen bridges
during morning. At 1400 stormed strong peint South of highway dridge,
cleared area of enemy, and reached bridge by 1700. First tank of .
Gr»nadier Guards crossed 183@.

508 Paruchute Infantry |
Attacked at 1000 at Wyler by one ecompany of enemy, infantry moving
North and two companies of enemy infantry moving South, =all supported

by artillery and armor, Forced to withdraw to high ground to West.
Enemy immediately oeccupied Im Thal and Lagewald. Attacked at Beck
at 1200 dy 2 wattalions of enemy paraechutists supported by armored
vehicles, and forced to withdraw 1000 yards to high ‘ground to Sovuth~
west. By counterattack drove enemy from and reoccupied Beck at 2140.
Attacked agaln at Byok 2300 by enemy now reinforced and compelled to
withdraw,. leaving a detachment surrounded by the enemy in the town.

-Gpptured document from prisoner of war which revesled that enemy

attacks at Mook, Bewk, and Wyler were part of a coordinated Division
attack intended to split Division area and sever the Grave-Nijmegen
highway .

attached U,its

Sherwood Rrugers.Ycommnry and one squadron of the Royals, its reeon-
naissance unit, attached to Divisior =t 1700 and moved into Dekkere
swalda.

D PLUS 4, 81 SEPTEMBER
5C4 _Parashute Infantry

c ‘Stued defense of bridgehead over Waal and on mission of mopping
ur Seuuih bank of Waal from oyutskirtes of Nljmsgeg to Maas-~Wsal Canal,
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£05 Parachute Infantry {less 24 Battalion)
Zontintad to held deiensive sector on South of Division area frem
Karp +o Mook

24 Baittalion 505 Parachute In;antrx
ResinveAd of miu fon uf wiase +n defense of Nijue_en Bridges and’
asswaed defense or lire from masbern exits of Nijmegen to Ubbergen,

5C° Parachute nnfwntﬁx '

Colateras tnoked Buek at first 11ght from Nurtheast, East and South-
east, Tuitial attack failed, and enemy, pressing hlS temporary
advantage, penetrated to within 200 yards of Ber. en Dal, but was
held there, Attack renewed at 1300, and at- 1800 Beek cleared of
enemy and all defenses reestablished. )

Resupply

At 1500 supplies dropred from approximately 400 C-47's on drop zone
West of the Maas-Woul Cuiale Drop puttern was six miles in length
by two miles in width. Rucovery estimated at 60% was accomplished
with assistance of Dutch civilians,

D PLUS S, 22 SEPTEMBER

504 Purachute dufuctry (less 24 Battalion)
Relieved of mission to Nijmegen bridgehead and displaced to DouLere=

swald as Division Rescrve.

24 _Battalion 504 Parochute Iufantry .

Relieved 2d Battalion 505 Parachute {nfantry in sector between
Mijmegen and Ubbersen and, upon Division order, with Royals, cleared
by 1700 area between Nijmegen-Cleve highway and Waul River Bast to
line Ubbergen -~ Pals. . ot

505 Parachute Infantry (less 2d Battalion)
Reestublished road block at Mooke With Royals, reeonnoitered to
Riethorst and found roasd clear of enemy.

24 Battalion 505 Parachute Infantry

Relieved in Nijmegen - Ubbergen sector by 24 Battalion 504 Parachute
Infantry, reverted to regimental control, and relieved Coldstream
GLards at Heuman Brid&e.

588 Paraehute Infantry

Held Wyler Berg throughout day and night against persistent enemy
counterattackss With one company Royals attached, effeédted a recon-
naissance in force to Wercheren and high ground West of Eglekoma

Met strong resistance and withdrew to high ground vicinity Berg en
Dal.

»

Attached Units '
Coldstream Guards relieved to attached to this va151on and moved

7. .South to Ve.el to Testora line of communication of Second British

ATRY o
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D PLUS 6, 23 SEPTEMBER

or this date the third glider 1ift of the Division took off from
gix airfields in the Grantham»Cottesmore—Lanhar area bearing 325
-Glider Infantryi 80th A/B antiaireraft Battalion, less Butteries

A and By Company A 307 A/B En,inesr Battallon; and elements of
Division Special Troops, and landed on and in the vicinity of LZ
#o", A number of gliders 4id not land on the proper landing zonegj
two landed in England, and forty-three were relecased between the
coast .and the LZ. ' Toeh oliders sre still unaccounted for. Immed-
iately upon landing, the 325 Glier Infantry was clcosed in the woods
West of Groesbeek preparatory o taking up a sector on the front.

D PLUS ?7.TC_D PLUS 30

The Division continued on its mission assigned by 30 Corps of hold-
ing the arca between the Waal River and the Maas River, with its
front generally that of D plus 6, The 325 Glider Infantry cleaned
out the larger portion of the Kisckberg Woods and advanced the right
flank of the Divisione.

SUMMARY OF PERIOD 17 SEPTEMBER TO 16 QCTORER

A« Parschute Lift Number Percent
Plapes committed - 482 )
Dropped on or within lOOO yards of DZ 430 89,2
Failed to drop on or within 1000 yards -of D& 52 10.8

Unaeccounted for ' . (o} o}

be Gliwer Lifts '
Gliders committed 902

Landed on or within 1000 yards of LZ 763 8446

Failed to land on or within 1000 yards of LZ 102 113

Unaccounted for 37 4,1
8. Our losses

Killed 469 Se4

Wounded 1933 la.8°

Missing ) 8640 . 4,7
Qe Bnomy Losses : . i

Killed 2490

Prisoners of War . 2977

ee Results of Operations

All missions accomplished.

- 7 -
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